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Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 
U.S.C. 5122(2))), or significant pricing anoma-
lies in national energy markets for crude oil, 
gasoline, or petroleum distillates, the Presi-
dent may declare that a Federal energy 
emergency exists. 

(b) SCOPE AND DURATION.—The emergency 
declaration shall specify— 

(1) the period, not to exceed 30 days, for 
which the declaration applies; 

(2) the circumstance or condition necessi-
tating the declaration; and 

(3) the area or region to which it applies 
which may not be limited to a single State; 
and 

(4) the product or products to which it ap-
plies. 

(c) EXTENSIONS.—The President may— 
(1) extend a declaration under subsection 

(a) for a period of not more than 30 days; 
(2) extend such a declaration more than 

once; and 
(3) discontinue such a declaration before 

its expiration. 
SEC. 607. ENFORCEMENT BY THE FEDERAL 

TRADE COMMISSION. 
(a) ENFORCEMENT.—This title shall be en-

forced by the Federal Trade Commission in 
the same manner, by the same means, and 
with the same jurisdiction as though all ap-
plicable terms of the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act were incorporated into and made a 
part of this title. In enforcing section 603 of 
this Act, the Commission shall give priority 
to enforcement actions concerning compa-
nies with total United States wholesale or 
retail sales of crude oil, gasoline, and petro-
leum distillates in excess of $500,000,000 per 
year but shall not exclude enforcement ac-
tions against companies with total United 
States wholesale sales of $500,000,000 or less 
per year. 

(b) VIOLATION IS TREATED AS UNFAIR OR DE-
CEPTIVE ACT OR PRACTICE.—The violation of 
any provision of this title shall be treated as 
an unfair or deceptive act or practice pro-
scribed under a rule issued under section 
18(a)(1)(B) of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act (15 U.S.C. 57a(a)(1)(B)). 

(c) COMMISSION ACTIONS.—Following the 
declaration of an energy emergency by the 
President under section 606 of this Act, the 
Commission shall— 

(1) maintain within the Commission— 
(A) a toll-free hotline that a consumer may 

call to report an incident of price gouging in 
the affected area; and 

(B) a program to develop and distribute to 
the public informational materials to assist 
residents of the affected area in detecting, 
avoiding, and reporting price gouging; 

(2) consult with the Attorney General, the 
United States Attorney for the districts in 
which a disaster occurred (if the declaration 
is related to a major disaster), and State and 
local law enforcement officials to determine 
whether any supplier in the affected area is 
charging or has charged an unconscionably 
excessive price for crude oil, gasoline, or pe-
troleum distillates in the affected area; and 

(3) conduct investigations as appropriate 
to determine whether any supplier in the af-
fected area has violated section 603 of this 
Act, and upon such finding, take any action 
the Commission determines to be appro-
priate to remedy the violation. 
SEC. 608. ENFORCEMENT BY STATE ATTORNEYS 

GENERAL. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—A State, as parens 

patriae, may bring a civil action on behalf of 
its residents in an appropriate district court 
of the United States to enforce the provi-
sions of section 603 of this Act, or to impose 
the civil penalties authorized by section 609 
for violations of section 603, whenever the at-
torney general of the State has reason to be-
lieve that the interests of the residents of 

the State have been or are being threatened 
or adversely affected by a supplier engaged 
in the sale or resale, at retail or wholesale, 
or distribution of crude oil, gasoline or pe-
troleum distillates in violation of section 603 
of this Act. 

(b) NOTICE.—The State shall serve written 
notice to the Commission of any civil action 
under subsection (a) prior to initiating the 
action. The notice shall include a copy of the 
complaint to be filed to initiate the civil ac-
tion, except that if it is not feasible for the 
State to provide such prior notice, the State 
shall provide such notice immediately upon 
instituting the civil action. 

(c) AUTHORITY TO INTERVENE.—Upon receiv-
ing the notice required by subsection (b), the 
Commission may intervene in the civil ac-
tion and, upon intervening— 

(1) may be heard on all matters arising in 
such civil action; and 

(2) may file petitions for appeal of a deci-
sion in such civil action. 

(d) CONSTRUCTION.—For purposes of bring-
ing any civil action under subsection (a), 
nothing in this section shall prevent the at-
torney general of a State from exercising the 
powers conferred on the Attorney General by 
the laws of such State to conduct investiga-
tions or to administer oaths or affirmations 
or to compel the attendance of witnesses or 
the production of documentary and other 
evidence. 

(e) VENUE; SERVICE OF PROCESS.—In a civil 
action brought under subsection (a)— 

(1) the venue shall be a judicial district in 
which— 

(A) the defendant operates; 
(B) the defendant was authorized to do 

business; or 
(C) where the defendant in the civil action 

is found; 
(2) process may be served without regard to 

the territorial limits of the district or of the 
State in which the civil action is instituted; 
and 

(3) a person who participated with the de-
fendant in an alleged violation that is being 
litigated in the civil action may be joined in 
the civil action without regard to the resi-
dence of the person. 

(f) LIMITATION ON STATE ACTION WHILE 
FEDERAL ACTION IS PENDING.—If the Commis-
sion has instituted a civil action or an ad-
ministrative action for violation of this 
title, a State attorney general, or official or 
agency of a State, may not bring an action 
under this section during the pendency of 
that action against any defendant named in 
the complaint of the Commission or the 
other agency for any violation of this title 
alleged in the Commission’s civil or adminis-
trative action. 

(g) NO PREEMPTION.—Nothing contained in 
this section shall prohibit an authorized 
State official from proceeding in State court 
to enforce a civil or criminal statute of that 
State. 
SEC. 609. PENALTIES. 

(a) CIVIL PENALTY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any penalty 

applicable under the Federal Trade Commis-
sion Act, any supplier— 

(A) that violates section 604 or section 605 
of this Act is punishable by a civil penalty of 
not more than $1,000,000; and 

(B) that violates section 603 of this Act is 
punishable by a civil penalty of— 

(i) not more than $500,000, in the case of an 
independent small business marketer of gas-
oline (within the meaning of section 324(c) of 
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7625(c))); and 

(ii) not more than $5,000,000 in the case of 
any other supplier. 

(2) METHOD.—The penalties provided by 
paragraph (1) shall be obtained in the same 
manner as civil penalties imposed under sec-

tion 5 of the Federal Trade Commission Act 
(15 U.S.C. 45). 

(3) MULTIPLE OFFENSES; MITIGATING FAC-
TORS.—In assessing the penalty provided by 
subsection (a)— 

(A) each day of a continuing violation shall 
be considered a separate violation; and 

(B) the court shall take into consideration, 
among other factors, the seriousness of the 
violation and the efforts of the person com-
mitting the violation to remedy the harm 
caused by the violation in a timely manner. 

(b) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—Violation of sec-
tion 603 of this Act is punishable by a fine of 
not more than $5,000,000, imprisonment for 
not more than 5 years, or both. 
SEC. 610. EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS. 

(a) OTHER AUTHORITY OF THE COMMISSION.— 
Nothing in this title shall be construed to 
limit or affect in any way the Commission’s 
authority to bring enforcement actions or 
take any other measure under the Federal 
Trade Commission Act (15 U.S.C. 41 et seq.) 
or any other provision of law. 

(b) STATE LAW.—Nothing in this title pre-
empts any State law. 

TITLE VII—ENERGY DIPLOMACY AND 
SECURITY 

SEC. 701. SHORT TITLE. 
This title may be cited as the ‘‘Energy Di-

plomacy and Security Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 702. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 
(1) MAJOR ENERGY PRODUCER.—The term 

‘‘major energy producer’’ means a country 
that— 

(A) had crude oil, oil sands, or natural gas 
to liquids production of 1,000,000 barrels per 
day or greater average in the previous year; 

(B) has crude oil, shale oil, or oil sands re-
serves of 6,000,000,000 barrels or greater, as 
recognized by the Department of Energy; 

(C) had natural gas production of 
30,000,000,000 cubic meters or greater in the 
previous year; 

(D) has natural gas reserves of 
1,250,000,000,000 cubic meters or greater, as 
recognized by the Department of Energy; or 

(E) is a direct supplier of natural gas or 
liquefied natural gas to the United States. 

(2) MAJOR ENERGY CONSUMER.—The term 
‘‘major energy consumer’’ means a country 
that— 

(A) had an oil consumption average of 
1,000,000 barrels per day or greater in the pre-
vious year; 

(B) had an oil consumption growth rate of 
8 percent or greater in the previous year; 

(C) had a natural gas consumption of 
30,000,000,000 cubic meters or greater in the 
previous year; or 

(D) had a natural gas consumption growth 
rate of 15 percent or greater in the previous 
year. 
SEC. 703. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON ENERGY DI-

PLOMACY AND SECURITY. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-

lowing findings: 
(1) It is imperative to the national security 

and prosperity of the United States to have 
reliable, affordable, clean, sufficient, and 
sustainable sources of energy. 

(2) United States dependence on oil im-
ports causes tremendous costs to the United 
States national security, economy, foreign 
policy, military, and environmental sustain-
ability. 

(3) Energy security is a priority for the 
governments of many foreign countries and 
increasingly plays a central role in the rela-
tions of the United States Government with 
foreign governments. Global reserves of oil 
and natural gas are concentrated in a small 
number of countries. Access to these oil and 
natural gas supplies depends on the political 
will of these producing states. Competition 
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